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FĊęÖÊĊ !ÞņãĒĵ÷ĭĵ xÊĭĵęĩĭǌ ¡Ļĩņãō

Submitted to the gc this January 2024, 12,760 Adventist pastors in local churches who have participated in this study

Å93% of pastors who participated in the survey say that they felt 

they were in the ñplace that God has called me toò 

Å91% agreed or strongly agreed that ñbeing a pastor seems to fit 

my gifts and talentsò 

Å94% of pastors agreed or strongly agreed that ñI serve the 

mission of the Church through my workò

Å94% of pastors rated it very likely (4 or 5 on a five-point scale) 

that they would be a committed Seventh-day Adventist 

church-member for the rest of their life
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FĊęÖÊĊ !ÞņãĒĵ÷ĭĵ xÊĭĵęĩĭǌ ¡Ļĩņãō

Submitted to the gc this January 2024, 12,760 Adventist pastors in local churches who have participated in this study

Å72% of all pastors strongly agreed that ñMy spouse is very 

supportive of my ministry,ò and a further 17% agreed more 

than disagreed

Å69% of all pastors strongly agreed that ñI feel close to my 

family,ò and a further 23% agreed more than disagreed 
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FĊęÖÊĊ !ÞņãĒĵ÷ĭĵ xÊĭĵęĩĭǌ ¡Ļĩņãō

Submitted to the gc this January 2024, 12,760 Adventist pastors in local churches who have participated in this study

Å74% had felt a deep sense of spiritual peace and well-being 

a few times a week or more

Å23% report that they work 60 hours per week or more (8% 

more than 80 hours per week;

ÅMore than 15% of all respondents strongly agreed that ñI 

feel run down and drained of physical or emotional energyò 

and a further 29% agreed more than disagreed . In other 

words, nearly 1 in 2 pastors reported being run down and 

drained of physical or emotional energy.
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FĊęÖÊĊ !ÞņãĒĵ÷ĭĵ xÊĭĵęĩĭǌ ¡Ļĩņãō

Submitted to the gc this January 2024, 12,760 Adventist pastors in local churches who have participated in this study

ÅMore than 10% of all pastors reported that they strongly 

agreed with item Q27s, ñI feel that I have no one to talk to 

or counsel withò, and a further 20% agreed more than 

disagreed.

ÅMore than 10% of all pastors strongly agreed that ñI get 

discouraged because nobody seems to careò and a further 

18% agreed more than disagreed .
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FĊęÖÊĊ !ÞņãĒĵ÷ĭĵ xÊĭĵęĩĭǌ ¡Ļĩņãō

Submitted to the gc this January 2024, 12,760 Adventist pastors in local churches who have participated in this study

Roughly 10% of all respondents strongly agreed that 

ñSometimes I feel that I would like to leave pastoral ministry,ò 

and an additional 18% agreed more than disagreed with this 

item. This amounts to 1 in 4 pastors having contemplated 

leaving ministry at one time or another.
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pastors around the world

Statistics provided by The Fuller Institute, George Barna, Lifeway, Schaeffer Institute of Leadership Development, Christianity Today, and Pastoral Care Inc.

Å8% of pastors are thinking of quitting the ministry, 51% 

from mainline denominations. Of the 38%, almost half 

(46%) are under age 45. 50% of pastors are age 56 and 

above. 

Å72% of the pastors report working between 55 to 75 hours 

per week. 

Å84% of pastors feel they are on call 24/7.
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pastors around the world

Statistics provided by The Fuller Institute, George Barna, Lifeway, Schaeffer Institute of Leadership Development, Christianity Today, and Pastoral Care Inc.

Å80% believe pastoral ministry has negatively affected their 

families. Many pastor's children do not attend church now 

because of what the church has done to their parents.

Å65% of pastors feel their family lives in a "glass house" and fear 

they are not good enough to meet expectations.

Å23% of pastors report being distant to their family.
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Statistics provided by The Fuller Institute, George Barna, Lifeway, Schaeffer Institute of Leadership Development, Christianity Today, and Pastoral Care Inc.

pastors around the world

Å78% of pastors report having their vacation and personal time 

interrupted with ministry duties or expectations.

Å65% of pastors feel they have not taken enough vacation time 

with their family over the last 5 years. 
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On Pastor Appreciation Day, church members from 

more than 168,000 congregations in 215 countries 

around the world have the opportunity to express 

gratitude to God and their pastors.

Đ÷Ē÷ĭĵãĩ÷ÊĊ ØęĻĥĊãĭǌ ÊĥĥĩãØ÷Êĵ÷ęĒ
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1.Read their Bibles daily ï 48 % 

2.Personal Daily prayer ï 65 %

3.Engage in personal devotions ï 52%

4.Family morning and evening worship ï 37%

5.Study the Sabbath School Lesson daily ï 36%

--- 2017-2018 Global Church Member Study: Meta-Analysis Final Report (Silver Spring, MD: General Conference of Seventh-day Adventist, 2019).

The 2018 Global Church Member Survey of Seventh-day Adventists reported: 
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Back to the Altar is a landmark global appeal of the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church, calling all people into 

a daily personal worship time with God. Amid our 

busy, media-saturated lives, many of us are 

neglecting the essential communion with God that 

our hearts are desperately craving.

Back to the altar
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remember, there are 
no administrative 

solutions to spiritual 
problems

1.
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